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As you know, each year I lay before Parliament an update on the renewable heat target as
set out by the renewable heat action plan. This fulfils the obligations in regard to renewable
heat reporting that are set out in the Climate Change Scotland Act, 2009. I am proposing
that this year this report is laid in October, later than I have done in previous years.

There are two main reasons for this delay:
• The first is that the data required to produce the 2013 estimate of non-electrlcal heat

demand for Scotland will not published by the Department of Energy and Climate
Change (DECC) until September 2015. Only when this information is available is it
possible to produce the % of non-electrical heat demand for Scotland provided by
renewables in 2013.

• The second is that to date Scottish Government has not received Renewable Heat
Incentive (RHI) data relating to individual installations in Scotland. My officials have
been working with officials from DECC with the anticipation that we would obtain
these data by January 2015. However, it is now unlikely that we will receive this
before April 2015 at the earliest.

In previous years the lack of individual installation level RHI data had not been a major
problem as estimates of renewable heat output have relied significantly on estimates of
woodfuel use from survey work commissioned by the Forestry Commission. However, due to
the much larger number of biomass installations compared to previous years, the woodfuel
survey work has become unmanageable without the RHI data as a starting point, and it is
expected that any estimates of renewable heat output could be highly inaccurate.
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Given the benefits of delaying the report to October this year, I hope you understand the
reasons for this proposal.

In the meantime, I was very pleased to open the Markinch CHP biomass plant last week.
This is the largest of its kind in the UK and is not only an asset to Scotland but will also help
us deliver our target of 11% of non-electrical heat demand from renewable sources by 2020.
With the help of a Scottish Enterprise grant this plant has also helped safeguard 500 jobs in
the local papermakers, Tullis Russell, which has been open for over 200 years.
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